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The winter season is here, which means snow, ice, freezing 
rain, or sleet could be in the forecast in the coming months. 
During these months, it is vital that you have preparedness 
practices in place before a winter storm occurs. The 
Department of Emergency Services and Department of Public 
Works encourage you to prepare your car, home, and all 
members of your family for winter weather.  

One way to be prepared for winter weather is to learn the 
weather terminology, especially the difference between a 
watch, warning, and advisory. A weather advisory means the 
weather is expected to cause inconvenience but not life safety 
concerns. A winter storm watch means there is a possibility of 
a storm with heavy snow or the potential of significant ice 
accumulations. A winter storm warning means a storm is 
occurring or about to occur in the area. If you are under a 
winter storm warning, you should find shelter right away and 
stay off the roads.  

Winter storms can create a higher risk of car accidents, 
hypothermia, frostbites, carbon monoxide poisoning, and 
heart attacks from overexertion. Remember to limit your time 
outside. If you need to go outside, wear layers of warm 

clothing. Take breaks when shoveling snow and watch for ice 
covering your driveway or walkways.  

Be prepared for all weather by registering for our Citizen 
Notification System. You can receive weather alerts and other 
county alerts, such as road closures or recycling information, 
via text message, phone, or email. Register today at 
www.CharlesCountyMD.gov/CNS.  

Another way you can prepare is by winterizing your vehicle. 
Create an emergency kit with items such as jumper cables, 
sand, a flashlight, warm clothes, blankets, bottled water, and 
non-perishable snacks. Keep your gas tank full, especially when 
weather storms are forecasted. Remember to always check the 
weather, or Citizen Notification System alerts, before you leave 
the house.  

When it snows, county and contract forces concentrate on 
keeping primary county roads and major residential 
neighborhood streets passable. Plowing generally begins when 
snow becomes 1 to 3 inches deep and temperatures indicate 
snow will not melt. It takes a minimum of 12 hours following 
the end of a 3- to 4-inch snowfall to plow and/or treat every 
primary county road once. For the full schedule or more 
information about county snow removal, visit 
www.CharlesCountyMD.gov/pw/roads/snow-removal or call 
1-888-460-SNOW (7669). Remember county roads have street 
names and state roads are numbered. Call 1-800-543-2515 for 
state snow removal.  

Severe weather notices are posted online at 
www.CharlesCountyMD.gov and our Facebook and Twitter. 
Weather updates are also aired on CCGTV, which broadcasts on 
Comcast channel 95 and Verizon channel 10. For information 
on power outages, view the SMECO outage map at 
stormcenter.smeco.coop. Call 1-877-747-6326 to report a 
power outage. Call 9-1-1 in the event of an emergency. 
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